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Government were in sympathetic and friendly
relations with Muslim powers to some of whom
they were bound by alliance. Mr. Jinnah assured
His Excellency that he was unnecessarily over
anxious about the interests of other communities,
as the Muslims had never shown any intention by
word or deed to injure the interests of any other
community. The issues that had been raised by
the Muslim League were due to serious apprehen-
sions in the minds of Muslims that the British
Government in its present difficult position may
allow itself to be stampeded into adopting a
course or making a settlement, which would mili-
tate against the vital interests of Muslims and
prove disastrous to all concerned. Moreover, the
Muslim League was required to give an assurance
of whole-hearted co-operation and active support
to Britain in the prosecution of war. The Muslim
League, therefore, felt itself quite justified in
asking for a definite assurance that no commit-
ment would be made by the British Government
with regard to the future constitution of India or
any interim settlement with any other party
without the previous consent and approval of the
Muslim League. In this connection it may be
mentioned that a speech by the Viceroy at the
Orient Club in Bombay, in which reference was
made to Dominion Status of the Westminster
variety, gave rise to all sorts of speculations, so